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Google may launch its
standalone photo service
next week

iPhoto is dead, long live
Photos for OS X

Computer algorithms can be
as biased as humans

Robots are learning how to
be stylish

RELATED NEWS

Ready to share your latest photo masterpiece on Instagram? Are you sure? Is your plate of food/national landmark/smiling
face really in the best possible spot in the frame?

In the near future you might not have to worry about it: researchers at Pennsylvania State University in the US have
developed an algorithm that judges the composition of your snaps for you.

The software looks at the way you've arranged the various elements in your picture and gives appropriate feedback. It can
also show you examples of other snaps with "high aesthetic value".

Bad photos begone

"If you think about aesthetics, everything is about composition," said Professor James Wang, one of the team working on the
project. "You can look into colours, or textures, or shapes, but, if you boil it down, you eventually have to consider all of these
elements as part of composition."

You might not like an app telling you your latest series of mobile photos are terrible, but think of the difference it could make
to the quality of your Facebook feed.

The algorithm is based on a large batch of pictures tagged and assessed by graduate students at Penn State, who looked for
common traits shared by the best pictures.

Right now the software is too powerful to install on a smartphone, but it can be installed on a server and accessed by a
phone. As handsets become more powerful, the hope is that one day this will make for a nifty little app.

How to enhance any photo in 6 simple steps
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